SO             English Thought and Speech Today
mile   in   the   sky,   even  in   mid-winter   when   every
chimney is doing its worst.'
Marvellous as is the sight in birds as compared with
that of other animals, it appears probable that in some
genera the sense of smell has not decayed as in the
majority. I have never been able to find out the truth
about the old notion regarding the pigeon's love of
fragrant smells. This belief has actually led to actions
at law brought by a man against his neighbour for
having robbed him of his pigeons by attracting them
to a new dovecot by that means. It is a question
which might be settled by experiment.
I am convinced that the true crows, represented in
our country by the raven, carrion and hooded crows,
the rook and daw, have a keen sense of smell. They
too are carrion-eaters, but have not the long sight and
soaring powers of the vulture; they fly low, and it may
be that smell is a help to them in their quest for animal
food. Where ravens are abundant, it is common
knowledge among shepherds that the sight of a raven
hovering over the flock is a sign that a sheep is sick
and will probably die. The effluvium of the sick
animal, which is not unlike that of a dead animal, has
attracted the bird. A number of daws have been
observed hovering over the water at one spot and
returning day after day to repeat the action, although
nothing to attract them appeared on the surface; bnt
after several days it was discovered that the body of a
drowned animal in a semi-decomposed state was lying